Message: Lead Us <1 %=(515), A Socialized Holy Communion

When [ was a kid, I would study in the morning and then, in the
afternoon, I would go out and play, when school was on vacation.
After playing with my friends, [ was so sad to see the evening
come.

Because I had to go back home for dinner.

I was never a kid who loved food (trust me!).

So if I played with my friends for a longer time, my mom would
come looking for me. And I knew I had to get home before my
mom called me. Otherwise, I would get in trouble.

Once, like Joshua in the Bible, I declared, “Stop the sun! Stop the
moon!” And it never happened to me.
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As a kid, playing was better than eating at home.

However, after graduating from college and starting to work, I
realized that I didn't have as much time to eat with my family at
home.

I recall that when I was over 30 years old, my most precious
memories were of eating with my family at home, just as my mom
used to prepare our meals when I was younger.
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Not all of you have the same good memories of your mom as |
have.

May God's comfort and love be with those of you who still have
painful memories of your parents.

And, may this picnic service be a gift of laughter and peace to you.
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Today is the first Sunday of June, a Communion Sunday, but it's an
outdoor service. So, it occurred to me that it would be nice if
today's outdoor service could be a social Communion.
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The Maundy Thursday meal, when Jesus said, “Remember me,” was
one of the most important statements made by Jesus that we still
honor today with the Holy Communion service. Following Jesus’
request, the table service which we experience together today was
actually started by the disciples and other followers of Jesus in
response to his request for us to “take the bread and eat it, in
remembrance of him.”

In the early churches, we see that the Corinthian church prepared
food together and participated in Communion.

At that time, the sacrament was more like a meal.
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So, after the sacrament, wealthy people were eating and drinking a
lot.
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By the way, today there will be no wine with our meal. We will not
have any alcohol served today.
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In the Corinthian church, rich people were taking their own food
and eating their own food during Holy Communion, and this was a
big problem for Paul. It's one of the reasons that the letter we
know today as 1 Corinthians was written. This is why Paul explains
the meaning of the Lord's Supper in 1 Corinthians. It's “a
remembrance and a celebration of Jesus.”
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Today, we will not celebrate the traditional Communion that we
are used to performing in the Sanctuary.
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Rather, today, in the name of Jesus, and in remembrance of Jesus

we will have a practical and social Holy Communion of
hamburgers, sausages, and other foods and drinks
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We share all this food together, sing songs, and exercise, dance

run, or walk around the church block after the meal
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I hope this Picnic Sunday is a memorable service for you
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With Jesus, the members of Westwood United Methodist Church
prepared all of our food that we will enjoy
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I don't know if you've heard of Social Holy Communion. Have you
ever heard about i t? This is the first time ['ve used the word.

AFsA g Aolehe Bol & Soju e maAsyh
SHH G Q= B AL Q?
A7F A5 AL ol Y T,

When we remember the Lord while eating, I think that captures
the essence of Holy Communion
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This Holy Communion represents God's presence with us, and this
is how we recognize that God is leading us.
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On this wonderful day, as we eat and drink together, may we think
of Jesus, and may we think of God's presence with us.
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Christ has died,
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Christ is Risen,
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Christ Will Come Again,
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Through our picnic service today, give us comfort and give us joy,
comfort our members who have been sick in spirit and body
during the pandemic and beyond.

Make our table today a table of joy and a table of grace.
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We pray in Jesus' name. Amen.
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